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Li a computer systeir|/having a control knobjfand a display screen| a method 



CLAIMS: 
1. 

comprising the steps of: 

detecting a physical presence proximate to or in contact with the control knob^f for a 
predefined period in which th^control knob is stationaiy^and 



displaying a display widget on the display screen responsive to said step of detecting the 



display widget providing status inrbrmation associated with the control knob. ^ 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the status information includes volume 
settings. 

3. The method according t(\ claim 1, further comprising the step of changing the 
status information in the display widget responsive to an input control other than the control 
knob while detecting the physical presence proximate to or contacting the control knob. 

4. The method according to claim 3, Vherein the input control is a pointing device. 

5. irr-a^COmputer system-ha ving a control switch an d a display screen, a methljd, 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting a physical presence proximate to or contactijig^tKe^ control switch for a first 
predefined period in which the control switch maintains a current switch state; and 

displaying a display widgeH5n the display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the 
display widget proyyiirig status information associated with the control switch. 
*\ Q\^6^^ The method according to claim 5, wherein the control switch is one of a rocker 
itch or dial switch- 
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1 7. ^Jho method acxui ding lo claim 5, wlieiein die status iiifumr ation idennfies^4§asL 

2 one of track name, track time remairimgrfc^^ album title and album length in a 

3 multimi^^pRSSIori^ v r\ 

1 \"b X The met hod according to claim/7, wherein said step of displaying further includes 



2 displaying a multimedia control panel. \ 

9. C Tfoe- m e thod -ae iuidiiig lu detm -^y- whrre i n thp st a t u s 4 *rfbnriafior^ a 
game. y 

10. The method according to claim 5, further comprising the st^of changing the 

%B 2 status information in the display widget responsive to an input contral^other than the control 

CO / 

':*3 switch. / 

% l 11. The method according to claim 10, whereiri/tne input control is a headset or a 

~ 2 microphone. / 

y 1 12. The method according to claim 5f wherein the status information identifies 

lu 2 currently running applications. / 

Hi 13. The method according to/claim 12, further comprising the step of placing an 

2 identified application in the foregrojmd of the display screen, responsive to a user's selection of 

3 the application using the controKswitch. 

1 14. The methojd^ccording to claim 5, wherein the status information includes a task 

2 bar. / 

1 15. >Tne metho daccording to claim 5, further compri sing the steps of: 
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2 ^fpf^iTrnptf^^ of thf> p hysical preser u^-prorhriaie to or contactirrg^he-^mt^ 

3 for a second predefined period while displaying the display widget ; and 

4 discontinuing display of the display widget, responsive to^dgfecting the absence of the 

5 physical presence. 

1 16. In a computer system having^H^lnput device including an auxiliary control and a 

2 display screen, a method comprising^fie steps of: 

3 detecting a physicakfJresence proximate' to or contacting the auxiliary control for a first 

4 predefined period kkwhich the auxiliary control maintains a current control state; and 

5 displ^ng a display widget on the display screen responsive to said step of detecting, the 

6 Hisp lajTw i tl^ ^ r. tatur .i rLformation associate dwithjhe aimliafy-ceyTttfoT * 

1 17. The method according to claim L67~wherein the auxiliary control is one of a 

2 joystick or a wheel. ' 

l^jjo ^^t^ Th^-m^thod aecoiding [b claim 16, wherein the auxiliar}^ 

Q& / ■ ~~ 

2 button or a key. ^ 

1 19. ThejnetftoSaccording to claim 16, wherein the physical presence is a hand of a 

2 ^§2C^—- J 

1 20. The method according to claim 16, furthei/ comprising the steps of: 

2 detecting absence of the physical presence ra-oxrmate to or contacting the auxiliary 

3 control for a second predefined period while displaying t^display^widg©tr^nd 

4 discontinuing display of the display widgeuresponsive to detecting the absence of the 

5 physical presence for the second predefined period. 
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fl/ ^ 1 • The method according to claim lorfi^ther ^omprising the steps of: 
^ y detecting absence of the physical presence proximate to or contagliHg"The auxiliary 

3 control for a second predefined period while displayin^jhe-tltsplay widget; 

4 determining if a pointer is lofatda within the display widget on the display screen 

5 responsive to said step ofc|ete?5ung; and 

6 discontintting display of the display widget when the pointer is not located within the 

7 display widgek-- ' 

□ l ^ 22. The method according to claim 16, farther comprising the step of changing the 

CO 2 status information in the display widget using an input control other than the auxiliary control. 

f i 

»f« 1 ^23. The method according to claimy£2, wherein the input control is a headset or a 

2 microphone. 

L 1 24. The method according to t\$\xpsl2, wherejjHfie input control is a pointing device. 

1 25. The method accordin^ic^laim 24, wherein the input device is one of a mouse, 

f 1 2 trackball, touchpad, keyboard, or gamfe controller. 



26. !£he-m ethod ae eercfarg to claim 16, wherein the status iiifuiuu l i u u i rien tifirfjjanly . 



Q^J^^/applies to a single active application. 

1 27. The method according to claim l^Avhgfein the type of status information 

2 associated with the auxiliary controLdisplayed when a first application is active is different from 

3 the type of statu^iftfttraiation associated with the auxiliary control displayed when a second 

4 application is active. 
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1 28. Trie method accordi ng to claim ftj rwh erein the s tatusLinfemratkm^s^^ 

2 rela ted^rrfoniTation. \ 

1 29. The method according to claim 28, wherein the status information includes one of 

2 the number of new or unread regular or high priority messages, an in box window, brief 

3 information regarding at least one of the most recently received messages, and alert status. 
30. -¥he-~ffiethod according to claim wherein when a webbiuw^ 

application, the status informationjrick^ of the most recently used searches, at 

3 least one oflhe^rflost recently obtained search results, identification of previous and next web 

4 -pgg es which may be visited, list ot lavonte"Wetrp agc3, and curront - pape loac l inF i nf ormation. _ — - 

1 31. The method according to claim 16, wherein the status information includes a task 

2 bar. / / i \ 

1 32. The method according to (tlaimAo, wrTercin-^he - ^^ information identifies 

2 active applications. 

l\s. 33. -^fae-Bigthc K^ according to claim 16. wherei n the status information provides 
2/ printer status information. ^^^^^^ 

1 34. The method according to clmnj^6^4ierein the status information identifies 

2 contents of a clipboard. ^^^^ 

1 35. l^ie-inethod according to claim 16, wherein the status information identifies at 

2 ^^^^r^^o^d^X^ location, file type and size ol most recentiysaved-fite: — — ^ 
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1 36. -THF^rr rth^rl a^r trrr g t" ' ^ g i ™ wW ain the, auxiliary mntro^ 

2 representing a mathematical operator, and in a sprea^sljeet^pplication, the status information 

3 identifying the result if the mathematiGal^perator is applied to data in a spreadsheet. 

4 37. Tke*lnethod according to claim 16, wherein the auxiliary control is configured to 

5 -fTffitrol scrolling of the display sn^y^*^^ identif ying settings for the wh ee l 

1 38. The method according to clakrnf6, wherein the input device is one of a mouse, 

2 trackball, touchpad, keyboard, or game controller. ' 

1 39. The method according tc^laftn>46, wherein the status information relates to a 

2 game 

1 ^^y^- In ■a-xoii ^uter system having an input device andajhspk^ 

2 comprising the steps of: ^^^^^^ 

3 detecting a physical presenceppa?fimate to or contacting the input device for a first 

4 predefined period in whigh^fliecontrol input device maintains a current control state; and 

5 causin^information displayed on the display screen to disappear responsive to said step 

6 afcd^te eting. \ ^ 

1 0^? The method accordingVo claim wherein the information includes a display 

2 widget. \ 

1 j&. The method according to c\aim fi, wherein the display widget includes a scroll 

2 bar or a tool bar. \ c\ 

1 ^ The method according to claimWJ, further comprising the steps of: 
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detecting absence of the physical presence proximate to or contacting the input device for 
a second predefined period afier causing the information to disappear from the display screen; 
and 

causing the information to. reappear on the display screen, responsive to detecting the 
absence of the physical presence forVhe second predefined period. 

<?fo ^4! The method accordingVo claim 4<i wherein the input device is a pointing device 
wheel. 

^ The method according tc\ claim wherein the input device is configured to 

control scrolling. 



1$ #6. The method according claim #5, wherein the input device is a wheel or touchpad. 

, \ 

^\ j?f. The method according to claimVjO, wherein the input device is one of a button or 

a key. 
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